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Claims 



What is claimed is: 

(^J^G^^f An operator interface system for a work 

' machine operable for acceleration or deceleration 

either in a forward or reversed direction, comprising: 
a first pedal disj^Laceable from a neutral 

position; 

10 a sensor operat/ively coupled with said first 

pedal and operable to output a displacement signal 
corresponding to a location of said first pedal; and 

an electronic controller adapted to receive 
said displacement sn_gnal and to provide a pre- 

15 determined controA to a velocity aspect of the work 
machine in respc/nse to said displacement signal. 
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2 . The operator interface system as set 
forth in Claim 1 wherein ^aid velocity aspect of said 
work machine includes at/ least one of said vehicle 
acceleration or vehicle' deceleration . 
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3. The operator /interface system as set 
forth in Claim 1 whereir/ said first pedal controls the 
work machine's acceleration. 
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4 . The operator interface system as set 
forth in Claim y wherein said first pedal controls the 
work machine's/deceleration. 




5 . The operator interface system as set 
forth in Claim 1 wherein said f/rst pedal controls the 
forward movement of the work machine . 

6 . The operator interface system as set 
forth in Claim 1 further copftgftising ; 

a second pedal $3&£placeable from a neutral 

position; 

10 a sensor ope/atively coupled to said second 

pedal and operable to/ output a displacement signal 
corresponding to sad/a displacement of said second 
pedal from said neutral position; and 

an ele/tronic controller adapted to receive 

15 said displacement signal and to provide a pre- 
determined control to a velocity aspect of the work 
machine in i/esponse to said displacement signal. 

7 . The operator i^erface system as set 
20 forth in Claim 6 wherein ^ j/dVj3££K3fid pedal controls 

the work machine's deceLferat ion . 
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8 . The operator interface system as set 
forth in Claim 6 wherein saicy second pedal controls 
the work machine's rearward /movement . 



9 . The operator/interface system as set 
forth in Claim 6 wherein/: 

said electror/ic controller is programmable; 
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said electronic controller includes mapping 
structures adapted to provide a pr6 -determined 
velocity aspect for a given displacement of at least 
one of said first pedal or said^ second pedal. 
5 / 

10. The operator interface system as set 
forth in Claim 1 wherein saAd velocity aspect is jerk. 

11. The operator interface system as set 
10 forth in Claim 1 furthey comprising a speed selector 

adapted to selectively /control a maximum speed setting 
of the work machine , 

12 . The operator interface system as set 
15 forth in Claim 1 fi^rther comprising a cruise control 

function. 

13 . T)ie operator interface system as set 
forth in Clairf//l wherein said electronic controller is 



25 



14 . The operator interface system as set 
forth in Claim 1 including/ a brake operatively coupled 
to said first pedal. 

15. The opera/tor interface system as set 
forth in claim 14 whe2jein said brake is actuatable 
upon said first pedaY being displaced a pre-determined 
distance from said r^eutral position. 
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16. An operator interface system for a work 
machine operable for acceleration or deceleration, 
comprising : 

a prime mover; 

a pedal displaceable fr/6m a neutral 

position; 

a sensor operatively yfcoupled to said pedal 
and operable to output a displacement signal 
corresponding to said displacement of said pedal from 
said neutral position; and 

an electronic controller coupling said 
sensor to said prime moven and adopted to provide a 
pre-determined decelerat ipn of said prime mover in 
response to said displacement signal 

17. The operaftor interface system as set 
forth in Claim 16 whenein said prime mover includes a 

^continuously variable^ transmission, 

18 . An operator interface system for a work 
machine, comprising: / 

a continuously friable transmission having 
an output speed; and / / 

at least one ipedal di^laceable from a 
neutral position ancy aflagte^for controlling said 
output speed. \J 

19. The operator interface system as set 
forth in Claim 18/ further comprising: 
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a sensor operatively coupled to/said pedal 
and operable to output a displacement s/gnal 
corresponding to the displacement of s4id pedal; and 

an electronic controller coupling said 
sensor with said continuously variable transmission 
and adapted to provide a pre-deterrnined control to a 
velocity aspect of the work machine in response to 
said displacement signal. 

20. The operator interface system as set 
forth in Claim 19 wherein saytd electronic controller 
i s programmabl e . 



21. The operate 
forth in Claim 19 where: 
selectively controls a 
speed . 



interface system as set 
said electronic controller 
change of said output 



22. A method for controlling locomotion 
characteristics of a /^ork machine, comprising the 
steps of : 

providing /at least one pedal displaceable 
from a neutral posi/tion; 

sensing a position of said pedal; 

selecting a pre-determined velocity 
characteristic of/ the work machine based on the 
position of the pedal; and 

relaying the pre-determined velocity 
characteristic tjo a prime mover of the work machine. 
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23. The method of Claim 22^ wherein the 
prime mover includes a continuously variable 
transmission . 

5 24. The method of Claim 22, wherein the 

velocity aspect includes at least one of work machine 
jerk, acceleration, deceleration, or velocity. 



25. The method off Claim 22 including the 

10 step of: 

providing a seofond pedal ; and 

wherein one q^Tsaid pedals controls forward 
motion of the work ma^tyine, and th^tfvther of the 
pedals controls rear^a^d/mbtieil^of the work machine, 
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26. The method of Claim 22 including the 

step of : 

providing a second pedal; and 
whereiry one of said pedals controls 
2 0 acceleration of yfche work machine, and the other of the 
pedals controls/ deceleration of the work machine. 



